[Persistent left atrial thrombus in atrial fibrillation under oral anticoagulation].
The case of a 78-year-old female patient who suffered atrial fibrillation and persistent thrombus in the left atrial appendage despite sufficient anticoagulation is reported. The case is chosen to demonstrate the complexity inherent in prophylaxis as well as risk evaluation of thromboembolism on the basis of clinical and echocardiographic criteria. We also discuss transesophageal echocardiography as the standard diagnostic procedure for detection of intracardiac thrombi prior to cardioversion as well as cardiac computer tomography as an alternative.